[Intracranial ependymoma in children. Prognosis and therapeutic perspectives].
The authors report 47 cases of intracranial ependymomas occurring in children less than 15 years of age, who were operated on from 1969 to 1979. The aim of the study was to study the incidence of intraspinal metastases and to suggest a logical protocol for postoperative radiotherapy. The operative mortality rate was 17%. The 5 year survival rate, after exclusion of postoperative mortality, was 51%. Recurrences developed in 41% of cases and metastases in 20%. Among these, intraspinal metastases occurred in 14.5% and were found only in infratentorial ependymomas, whether benign or malignant. The results and those in the literature suggest that a protocol of irradiation adapted to the site and the histological grading of these tumors should be discussed with the teams of radiotherapy; in infratentorial ependymomas, the irradiation should include the whole craniospinal axis.